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DE vs. AP
Earning College Credit; which path is right for you?

Dual Enrollment                                Advanced Placement

• College credit is awarded with completion of 
class with a grade of C or better, however, 
earning a grade of C or lower could negatively 
impact admissions

• All state colleges and universities in Florida 
accept DE transfer credits but may award 
elective credit rather than core. Be aware of 
the transfer policy for each college. 

• Class grade (GPA) transfers to your college 
transcript

• Most DE courses equals 3 college credits 
hours

• Private colleges and universities are free to 
establish their own transfer criteria therefore 
it is best to check in advance pertaining to the 
schools DE policy

• College credit is awarded with a 3 or higher on the 
AP exam; high school credit is awarded by class 
grade

• AP tests are a demonstration of proficiency and 
competency in subject matter based on class 
grade and score on AP test. 

• All state colleges and universities in Florida accept 
AP credits. Colleges and Universities in other 
states are very likely to accept them as well

• A grade of a C in an AP class is not considered 
negative when applying to college

• A score of a 4 or 5 on the AP exam could earn 
multiple college credits depending on exam and 
university

• Private colleges and universities are free to 
establish their own transfer criteria therefore it is 
best to check in advance pertaining to the schools 
AP policy
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